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Our final Torah study is the twenty-third reading from the 
Torah in the yearly Jewish calendar. It is 

entitled Vayakhel 7p), which means "and he 
assembled the congregation." As I looked at this passage 
of scripture I found myself resting on this thought of what 
it means to be "assembled as a congregation." What is 
the assembly of God? What exactly IS a congregation? What are God's people 
assembled to be and to do? Last week we looked at the precious contributions that the 
assembled congregation brought as an offering to the Lord. Hopefully, that sermon 
caused us to ask ourselves whether our lives are holy and willing offerings to the Lord. 
We discussed the concept of Avodah living which included Avodah giving: meaning a 
sanctified approach to the gifting of our worship, our service, and our work to the Lord. 
The text reminded us that to live worshipful lives we must allow the Holy Spirit to 
encourage and empower us to be sanctified in the real giving of our time, our talents, and 
our treasures. 


This week we finish our year of Torah study contemplating how those first 
Christians who met in synagogues transitioned to meeting as "The Church." What does it 
mean to be the church? How was the church different from the synagogue? We will find 
that the very Hebrew words for "gathering of the congregation" hold the clue to our basic 
identity as the church. The Greek word for "gathering of the congregation" in the Old 
Testament is "synagogue" in the Septuagint (the Greek translation of the Tanak). The 
Greek word for the gathering of the congregation in the New Testament is Ekklesia. So 
in reality we are the continuance of the "gathering of the congregation" of the faith back 
in Israel as well as in the synagogue. Another meaning of Ekklesia is the "called out." 
So, if we are indeed the "called out," what exactly are we "called out" to be or to do? 
Jesus gives us two primary mandates when He calls on us. These mandates are to be the 
salt of the earth and to be the light to the world. We will look briefly at each of these at 
the end of this sermon. 


In the coming weeks, we will leave the 
Torah and we will make our way into the 
DONT 60 T0 CHURCH Book of Acts to try to understand the 
z earliest days of the church after Jesus died 
BE THE CHURCH. and rose from the dead. As we study these 
early days of the church, we must look not 


just at history, but we must each ask the Holy Spirit to show us how the record of those 
early days can change our lives today. 


I am not interested in merely giving a history lesson on the church. History 
lessons are interesting, but they are rarely life-changing. I am interested in looking at 
scripture, examining exactly how it all began, and figuring out what God wants us to 
learn about how we each can truly live our lives as the Body of Christ wherever He has 
placed each of us. Remember, this place among this grove of trees is not the Church in 
the New Testament sense. We who are sitting in these pews are the Church! The Church 
is NOT an institution organized by men. The Church is made up of all who have placed 
their faith and hope in the finished work of Jesus on the cross. 


Regardless of what men say, the Church is not 
an institution such as the Southern Baptist 
Convention, the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Presbyterian Church of America, or any other 
such institution. Members of those institutions 
may well be members of the one true Church, 
but the institutions themselves are not THE 
Church. And membership in those institutions 
doesn't get anyone to heaven. I would like to repeat that regardless of denomination, true 
orthodox Christians are those who have believed in Jesus' work on the cross as the sole 
substitution for their sins. That is what gives them a relationship with almighty God and 
that is what brings the blessed hope of eternal life with Him forever and ever and ever. 


Great confusion has arisen by calling this assembly of people "the Church." 
Why? Because the English word "church" confuses our identity. It is not a good 
translation of either the Hebrew concept or the Greek concept behind the term. I thought 
about all of this because of the first words from today's Torah portion, Vayakhel, are 
"and he assembled the congregation." 


35 Then Moses gathered (assembled) all the congregation of the children of Israel 
together, and said to them, “These are the words which the LORD has commanded you to 
do: (Exodus 35:1 NKJV). 


Look for a moment at something I find very interesting. 


35 Then Moses œ gathered all the congregation of the children 
Inn ny ie 72 > NY «> Wa 


I nwn ink p ‘7 InTY [A 

w mōšě(h) “6tl  qhl kōl ‘&dā(kh) 1 bēn 1 

C NPMSA PO VcW3MS NC-SC NCFSC NCMPC 
4872 853 6950 3605 5712 1121 


The verb used in this sentence is kahal (27?) which means "to gather or 
assemble," so yaykhel (27771) means "and he assembled," and it is followed by the word 
"edah" translated as congregation. 


So who is it that is being assembled? The English translation above says 
"congregation." The Hebrew word is aty (edah). This word translated as "congregation" 
is related to a three letter word in Hebrew which uses the same three letters and means 
"witnesses" or "testimonies." I believe that those who were gathered then are like those 
of us who are gathered today who are witnesses to what God has done in our lives. We 
share a testimony of what our lives would have been outside of His saving grace. We, 
the Church, are the "gathered/called out witnesses." We are those who have seen God do 
a work of grace in our lives. 


For some reason, when the King James translators translated the term ekklesia as 
"the Church" they created a major disconnect from Israel's assemblies of old and set up 
this new concept and this odd term called "the Church." Part of the harm of this 
translation is that English Bibles have led us to believe that "the Church" is a place or an 
institution originating totally outside of Judaism and the Jewish people, and totally 
unrelated to the synagogue. This has caused us to give little heed to the Torah and its 
instruction for our lives. Many sincere Christians have never understood the Jewish roots 
of their faith. This has caused us to avoid the Torah in our preaching, to disassociate with 
the foundations of our faith, and to avoid the lessons for living found in the Old 
Testament. That is why we just spent a year looking at the Torah. To ignore the Torah is 
like trying to be a good engineer without having any foundation in mathematics, or like 
trying to be a writer without studying grammar, or being a doctor without ever having 
studied biology. We as believers are, in fact, a continuation of those who are called 
together and gathered as an assembly of witnesses to what God has done in each of our 
lives. We stand firm on the promises of God and we share a common testimony as to His 
redemptive work in each of our lives. 


So now that we've figured out who we are as the Church, let's listen to Jesus' 
description of the effect we should have on the world around us. Turn in your Bibles to 
Matthew Chapter 5 (NKJV) which includes what is called the Sermon on the Mount. 


Believers Are Salt and Light 

B You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its 
flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for 
nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by 
men. 

14“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a 
hill cannot be hidden.!5 Nor do they light a lamp and put 
it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to 
all who are in the house. ! Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven. 


& 
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MATTHEW 5:1 


Let's talk about salt. Jesus is telling the assembly that we are the salt of the earth. Think 
about what it means to be the salt of the earth. 


Salt is valuable. It was valued in ancient times because it had so many properties 
and had to be mined through hard work. Each one of you is valuable in God's sight. You 
are so valuable, in fact, that Jesus would have gone to the cross for any one of us. God 
loves us and wants a relationship with each of us. It is hard to imagine that we are so 


special, but we are. You have great value and worth just because He, the Creator of the 
Universe, loves you and wants a relationship with you. 


Salt is life-sustaining. The human body 
contains many kinds of salts. Common 
table salt is the main component of these 
——— salts and, interestingly, our bodies have 
GE Ene enron just about the same concentration of salt 

$: as that of seawater. I think that tells us 
that even though we, as Christians, are a 
tiny component of society we bring a life- 
sustaining quality to the world. Just think 
about all the hospitals that were started by 
Believers. Just think about the Mercy 
Ships that go throughout the world taking relief to many in the name of Jesus. The list 
goes on and on. And we too should bring a life-sustaining element to the world around 
us. We should continuously be showing the world about life and life abundant through a 
relationship with Jesus. 
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Salt is a preservative. From ancient times, salt was a preservative. In times 
before refrigeration, salt was the primary means to preserve an abundance of food to be 
available in times of need. We have all enjoyed beef jerky, which is a holdover from 
those past times. Olives were (and still are) preserved in large vats of salt water. Fish 
were packed in salt for transport to distant destinations. As Christians, we should have 
the effect of preserving the good around us. It is our good and godly deeds that are 
carried to others to bring nourishment and sustenance. It is our good and godly attitudes 
which should bring a certain relief to the world. Yes, salt can have a burning effect, but 
primarily it is a preservative. 


Salt cleanses. Pouring salt on an open wound can be painful, but it can be an 
important step in ridding tissue of infection and disease. Many of us have used salt our 
entire lives to gargle with when we have a sore throat. It is invasive. It is cleansing. It is 
penetrative. It is purifying. We too have a cleansing effect on the world when we live 
godly, quiet lives. Our lives should not be chaotic, but rather they should bring peace to 
those with whom we have contact. Our mannerisms should be filled with courtesy rather 
than conflict. We can't always be at peace with others, but we can try to be at peace with 
others. The Apostle Paul says, 


17 Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all 
men. !8If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all 
men. ...24 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 
12:17, 18, 21 NKJV). 


Salt provides flavor. Just think for a moment how bland a meal can be without 
salt. It's hard to fathom eating a baked potato or boiled green beans without salt. What 
foods taste better with salt? Peanuts, popcorn, boiled eggs, veggies, and meat all taste 
better with a touch of salt. The list goes on and on. So how is it that we, as Christians, 
should be like salt? Are you bringing flavor to those around you? Is the life of people 


you come into contact with more enjoyable because of your presence? Salt can also lose 
its flavor. Jesus mentions this specifically. But how can salt lose its flavor? It loses its 
flavor when it is contaminated and diluted with impurities. We should carefully guard 
our hearts to preserve them in holiness. It is important that we aren't so earthly that we 
are no heavenly good. But, neither should we be so heavenly we are no earthly good. Be 
sensible. Be Holy Spirit controlled and you'll know how to be within the lines and limits 
of being "earthly." Don't be so mixed with the world that you lose your uniqueness and 
your holy flavor. It is also important to remember that salt is best in small measured 
doses. We should be careful in how we allow ourselves to be sprinkled and spread. Too 
much salt can ruin anything other than the bag of salt itself. This reminds us to be Spirit 
lead and guarded in our role as the Salt of the Earth. 


However, Jesus says that when the salt loses its flavor it has become so diluted 
that it has lost almost all of its properties as salt. In ancient times, such contaminated salt 
was just thrown in paths to keep weeds from growing up on the path. It still is salt, but 
it's pretty useless salt. We don't want to be that kind of salt. 


He then tells us that we are the light of the 
world. The world, my friends, is in total 
darkness. If you don't believe me then 
read the Drudge Report, CNN, or any other 
news page. Society is in a continual state 
of darkness. When an area is without light, 
nothing can be seen. All are blind. How 
do we shine a light for the world and how 
do we give the world light to see the Lord? 
Jesus answers that. He says in Matthew 5:16 (NKJV), "Let your light so shine before 
men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven." Our words 
are important, but it is our good and godly Holy Spirit-lead deeds that will be the most 
effective means to show others the truth of the Gospel and the redemptive work of God in 
the world. We are the light of the world. Be the light of the world and everything else 
will take care of itself. Speak the truth. Live the truth. Be the truth. This all begins with 
a real and personal relationship with Jesus. That relationship is available to each of us 
today. He stands at the door and is knocking for you. Will you answer? When you have 
seen the wonders that He has performed; you are a witness and you have a testimony. 
You are gathered and called out as that witness which makes you what is now referred to 
as THE Church. That is how we walk from the Torah and from the synagogue right to 
where we are this morning. 


Let us pray. 


Union Grove is one of the oldest Baptist communities of faith in the State of Texas dating 
back to 1844. Pastor Faber McMullen may be reached by email at 

uniongrove362 @ gmail.com or by snail mail at: 15301 FM 362, Navasota, Texas 77868. 
Tel: 936-825-1227 (Edited and proofed by Amanda Fryday - Webster, Texas.) 


